Soma Bay increases energy efficiency
As part of its continued efforts to safeguard the environment, Soma Bay Development Company (SBDC) has recently installed a new water desalination unit that will save around 65% in energy expended at Soma Bay. 
The new desalination unit is a high performance reverse osmosis unit with a high pressure turbine pump from General Electric of the USA. The installation of the unit took place at Soma Bay on the Red Sea on November 21st 2006, with a joint effort by engineers from SBDC and General Electric. 
Desalination by reverse osmosis is a process that is considerably more energy efficient than that used by units which use flash distillation. Rather than recover water vapour by boiling seawater, the new unit separates solids, such as salt, by "pushing" seawater through a series of membranes (filters) under very high pressure.  The membranes "catch" the solids, letting clean water through.
The new unit complements the original plant and runs simultaneously with the existing flash distillation units to offer a total capacity of 5500 cubic meters/day. The new unit not only saves energy but also produces a flow at considerably lower financial cost than the former arrangement.
Soma Bay is becoming increasingly well-known as one of the most luxurious destinations on the Red Sea coast and offers some of the finest hotels and leisure facilities in Egypt for diving, golf and spa holidays, and increasing options for real estate investment. 
As the destination develops at a carefully managed pace, SBDC is committed to ensuring that this development takes place with minimal cost to the environment. Meticulous planning has ensured that the infrastructure that supports Soma Bay was put in place well ahead of development taking place to reduce environmental upheaval. The destination is also almost entirely self-sufficient of external supplies in terms of water and electricity. A large proportion of waste water is used to keep the award-winning 18 hole Cascades Championship Golf Course and its greens in tip top condition. 

The commitment of SBDC to being ‘green’ as far as possible is also shown in its objective not to over-develop the peninsula of Soma Bay as a whole. Only a fraction of the 10 million square metres of land available has been developed, with most of the space being taken by golf courses and planting. The new desalination unit is just part of the environmentally-friendly actions that are taking place at Soma Bay. SBDC is also actively working towards protecting its enviable natural resources, including its spectacular coral reefs, to help ensure a more sustainable future for visitors and locals alike. 
For more information about Soma Bay, visit www.somabay.com 
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Note to Editors: 
For further information please call Jane Rankin of Soma Bay on +2 010 776 9568 or email jane.rankin@somabay.com 
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