Nasser Yacoob wins Red Sea Open 
Amateur Championship at Soma Bay

Soma Bay, Egypt – Sunday 5th July 2009 – The 2009 Red Sea Pan Arab Open Amateur Golf Championship concluded yesterday with a win by Nasser Yacoob at the deluxe resort destination of Soma Bay, Egypt. 
This year’s tournament, sponsored by Mobinil, attracted 145 amateur golfers from nine different Arab nations and eight other countries as far afield as Argentina and the USA. The players competed on Soma Bay’s award-winning Cascades, a stunning desert and oceanfront links course, designed by Gary Player.

Nasser Yacoob of Bahrain took the overall title in the Men’s competition (Gold category) with a gross score of 228 over 54 holes. This is the third time he has won the Championship (2001, 2005 and 2009). Saudi Arabian Othman Al Mulla claimed second place and Mamdouh El Shiekh was placed third. 

 
Abdullah Sultan Saleh ElHakam, also of Bahrain, once again claimed the first prize in the Seniors Men competition (Gold category), as he did in 2008, with a gross score of 229. The Ladies’ competition was also closely contested this year and Egyptian Dina Abou Ella, previous winner of the Silver category in 2007 and 2008, made it a triple in 2009 with a gross score of 40 over 36 holes. 
This year’s tournament opened with a ceremonial flag-raising by the former Egyptian Ambassador to the USA, Mr. Abdel Raouf Reedy. At the special closing ceremony and prize giving that took place at close of play on Saturday evening, the winners were presented with a personal replica cup or commemorative plate, and celebrated into the night with a beachside barbecue and live entertainment hosted by Soma Bay’s flagship hotel La Résidence des Cascades. 
The annual Red Sea Pan Arab Open Amateur Golf Championship was first started in 2001 and is now well established as the most important individual tournament in the region. Soma Bay is one of Egypt’s top golfing and leisure destinations offering award-winning golf, in addition to multiple watersports, pristine beaches and a world-class spa and thalasso centre, which makes it perfect for those with non-golfing partners. 

For more information about The Cascades and Soma Bay visit www.somabay.com
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5th July 2009. Note to Editors: For further information or additional photos, please email Jane Rankin of Soma Bay on jane.rankin@somabay.com 
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