Red Sea Pan Arab Open Amateur Championship 
at Soma Bay – Final Day

Sunday 8th July 2007 – The final round of the Red Sea Pan Arab Open Amateur Golf Championship was held yesterday at the deluxe resort destination of Soma Bay, Egypt. For the first time since the tournament started in 2001, players from European and International federations were invited to participate alongside players from the Arab nations in a true international celebration of the game of golf. 175 amateur golfers from 22 countries around the world came together at Soma Bay to play the award-winning Cascades; a stunning desert and oceanfront links course, designed by Gary Player.

Young Saudi Arabian Othman Al Mulla, who had led the three day tournament since the beginning, was crowned the winner in the Men’s competition (Gold category – 0-7 handicap) with a total score of 218 over 54 holes. Hamad Moubarak of Bahrain, and Taymour Aboul Kheir of Egypt, were placed second and third, with scores of 226 and 229 respectively. In fourth place on 230, was Diab Sager Alnaimi, also of Bahrain, who was also the winner in the Men’s Senior tournament. 
The other tournament competitions, including Men’s Silver (8-16 handicap) and Bronze (17-24 handicap), and Ladies Gold (0-14 handicap) and Silver tournaments (15-28 handicap), were played over 36 holes in two days. Naela El Attar of Egypt came from second place after the first round, to win the Ladies Gold tournament with a score of 164. Hot on her heels, with a score of 165, was Khadiga Boutahchicht of Morocco, and in third place, Sophie Bernard on 181, also representing Egypt. For the first time this year, there was also a Super Seniors Gold category for players 60 years and over. Egyptian Ayman El Faransawy was the gross winner and Shaban Berbash, Libya, won the net tournament.
The players braved the desert heat with little of the refreshing light breeze that Soma Bay is so well known for. As the average time for a round increased from four hours to nearly six, the organizers’ attempt to encourage the golfers to pick up speed had an unexpected result - Egyptian Abdel Monem El Shafey, played a hole in one with his very next shot!  

The winners of each category will have their names inscribed on the Soma Bay Challenge Cups that are exhibited in The Cascades trophy cabinets. Each winner was presented with a personal replica cup, and a commemorative medal, at a special closing ceremony that took place at close of play yesterday evening. Championship main sponsor Vodafone also generously donated mobile telephones to the winners. 

The celebrations continued into the night with a sumptuous buffet and barbecue dinner and live entertainment held in a beachside setting hosted by Soma Bay’s flagship hotel La Residence des Cascades. Sub-sponsor Austrian Airlines donated a pair of business class tickets to Vienna in a prize draw that was held later in the evening. 

Soma Bay is one of Egypt’s top golfing and leisure destinations. As well as the 18 hole, par 72 Cascades course, the golfing facilities at Soma Bay also include a 9 hole, par 3 Challenge course, also designed by Gary Player, a double-ended 60 bay driving range, Golf Academy and generous practice greens for pitching and putting. In addition to superb golf, Soma Bay offers fabulous diving and snorkeling, relaxing beaches and a world class spa and thalasso-therapy centre. 

For more information about The Cascades and Soma Bay please visit www.somabay.com
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Note to Editors: 

For further information please call Jane Rankin of Soma Bay on +2 010 776 9568 or email jane.rankin@somabay.com 
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