The Cascades ranked number one golf course outside Europe

Soma Bay’s stunning Cascades Championship Golf Course has been ranked the number one golf course in the world outside of Europe. This award is given by the readers of one of Germany’s leading golf magazines, Golf Journal, and is considered to be one of the highest accolades in the golfing press world.

The 18 hole par 72 Cascades is the first in many ways in Egypt and was the first golf course open for play on the western Red Sea coast when launched in 1999. Designed by Gary Player, The Cascades is also the first Championship course in the Middle East designed by one of the "Big Three" (Gary Player, Jack Nicklaus and Arnold Palmer). At the inaugural tournament, Gary Player described the course as "the next Pebble Beach."

The desert and oceanfront links design of The Cascades makes the most of its spectacular setting directly on the beautiful Red Sea coast. Nine of the holes feature the added excitement of water hazards and the whole course offers memorable views of the lush green fairways contrasting dramatically with the rugged desert and the clear blue sea.

The Cascades is the highlight of the extensive golf facilities at Soma Bay’s renowned Cascades Golf and Country Club. Adjacent to the Championship course, is the 9 hole, Par 3 Challenge Course, also designed by Gary Player, that offers both the beginner and the more advanced golfer the opportunity to practice a variety of shots with emphasis on the short game. 

The Challenge Course serves the Golf Academy where individual and group tuition by PGA Golf Professionals is available. There are also extensive practice facilities, including a 60 bay driving range, and several putting and pitching practice greens. The Cascades Club House sits at the centre of the Championship Course and offers extensive changing and showering facilities, essential rentals and a wide range of golf merchandise at the Pro Shop.

The Cascades is home to one of the most important individual tournaments in the region, The Red Sea and Pan Arab Open Amateur Championship. The 2007 event attracted more than 175 competitors from 22 countries. The 2008 Championship is scheduled to take place in Soma Bay on the first weekend of July. 

Soma Bay is one of Egypt’s leading leisure destinations. In addition to award-winning golf, the luxury resort destination offers fabulous diving and snorkelling, relaxing beaches and a world-class spa and thalasso-therapy centre; making it the perfect choice for non-golfing partners. Guests can choose from one of three top class hotels in Soma Bay - La Résidence des Cascades, a Leading Hotel of the World, the Sheraton Soma Bay and the Robinson Club Soma Bay. Two new hotels, the Kempinski Hotel Soma Bay and The Breakers Diving and Surfing Lodge will open in 2008.

For more information about The Cascades and Soma Bay please visit www.somabay.com
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Note to Editors: For further information please contact Jane Rankin of Soma Bay on +2 010 776 9568 or jane.rankin@somabay.com 

�








